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Link to BBC article: 
Edinburgh'sMacleanbrothers set new record for Pacific row - BBC News

Read this article and watch the 35-second video as part of it. 

These pioneering brothers broke the record for unaided 
rowing across the Pacific ocean this Summer. Discuss the 
following and make notes in your yellow book. 

1. What motivated the brothers to perform this 
incredible feat? Identify at least 3 factors. 

2. How were they able to overcome their challenges in 
relation to their task? 

3. What inspiration, advice and examples could you take 
from this story into your own challenges that lie 
ahead? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c9876y4z4rgo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c9876y4z4rgo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c9876y4z4rgo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c9876y4z4rgo


Key Year 11 
Milestones!

November: progress checks sent home

December: MFL Trial Speaking Exams, Sixth Form Courses Evening, Art & 
Textiles Trial Exams

January: St. James' Park Event, Revision Launch, Practical Food exams

February: Trial Exams

March: Results and targets from trial exams, Parent Workshops

April: Parents' Evenings, Textiles Exams

May: Exam Season begins



Starts Tuesday 4th November at 8am 

Rise & Revise
Tuesday: English (A-Block Hall)

Wednesday: Science (A-Block Hall)
Thursday: Maths - F/C (Maths Corridor)

Friday: Maths – H (Maths Corridor)
200+ attend every week





Tutorials and Assemblies

This half term we are focusing on 
settling in, confidence, self-
esteem, physical and mental 
health, managing stress and 
anxiety.

“In a world where you can be anything, be kind, both to others, and to yourself”

Health & Wellbeing
Wider World
Relationships
Citizenship



Raising 
Achievement
• Whole year incentives – 

encouragement to revision sessions

• Tracking year group progress with 
targeted intervention

• Coursework, homework and 
revision support sessions 

• Revision guidance, tips and 
techniques

• Peer mentoring with sixth form 
students

• Stress and exam worry workshops



Post-16 
Guidance

9th January - St James’ Park 
raising achievement event



Post 16 
Guidance

WEDNESDAY
11th February
Destination Day





GREAT REASONS
to join our Sixth Form

A very large and
diverse 

curriculum

Extra-curricular 
activities and 
enrichment

Outstanding 
examination 

success

Excellent 
support 

and guidance

Progression 
success



Measure National WBH6

Average Point Score Per Entry
Not yet 

available 37.7

Average point score expressed as a 

grade C B

National WBH6

A*-E 96% 99%

A*-C 75% 83%

A*-A 22% 31%



Measure WBH 6th Form

Average grade Dist

Pass or higher 100%

Dist*/Dist 53%

Dist*-Merit 97%



23rd October – Y11 Joining Sixth Form Evening 
(Remote)
November – Prospectus Available
19th November – Y11 Progress Check
9th December – Sixth Form Courses Evening
11th February – Destination Day
12th February – Y11 Trial Exams begin
23rd March - Year 11 Trial Exam Results
20th August – Results and Enrolment



Health and Social Care
ICT​

Sport Studies​
Food and nutrition​

Art ​

Biology​
Business Studies​

Chemistry​

Computer Science​
Design Engineering​

Drama & Theatre Studies​

Economics​
English Language​
English Literature 

English Language & 
Literature

​Environmental Science​

Extended Project 
Qualification​

French​
Geography​

German ​

History​
Mathematics ​

Further Mathematics​

Core Mathematics ​
Media Studies​

Music​

Philosophy
Physical Education ​

Physics​

Psychology​
Spanish
Textiles



English – Miss Kim Smith



English Language and Literature
No tier of entry. 2 papers for Language and 2 papers for Literature.

Closed book exams.



Successful English Students need to 
develop the following four skills

• To be a Critic

• To understand the writer's
 craft

• To be a Curator

• To be Creative

You need to be able to respond to texts that you 
read and evaluate the ideas and opinions in them as 
well as the methods the writer uses.

You need to be understand the craft of writing and 
creating texts. This means that you are aware of the 
language and structural features that writers use.

You need to gather up and keep returning to key 
facts and ideas that allow you to learn and 
understand even more in the future.

You need to be able to create your own writing – 
stories, articles, essays, poems, plays, speeches. The 
three skills above will help you be creative



Curate

Thorough notes and 
ideas from lessons

Facts and interpretations 
of writers and their 
context

Characters and 
writing spines for 
creative writing



Homework – week one



Beyond the English Classroom

• Additional online resources:

• English department youtube videos

• Audiopi podcasts

• Digital Theatre online performance of our texts

• Massolit Literature lecture

Links are emailed out to students and will be places on student 
Sharepoint.



Just follow our recommendations please











Alan Keegan







Our Year 
Ahead ...



Support 
with learning 

and confidence 
building

All curriculums has been carefully structured to complete 
the content and support the progress of all students with 
knowledge and skill development and build confidence

• Within class

• Homework and independent study

• Extra learning opportunities



Starts Tuesday 4th November at 8am 

Rise & Revise
Tuesday: English (A-Block Hall)

Wednesday: Science (A-Block Hall)
Thursday: Maths - F/C (Maths Corridor)

Friday: Maths – H (Maths Corridor)
200+ attend every week



Support and encouragement, not pressure and 
nagging, is the challenge



Research into support for 
knowledge and skill 

development suggests that 
it is important to:

Talk regularly with your teen 
about GCSEs

1. Have regular conversations about their 
learning

• Ask specific questions like:

 “What are you learning in Biology right 
now?”

 “What’s going well? What’s tricky?”

.

2. Get them thinking and explaining

• Ask for their opinions:

 “Do you agree with that? Why?”

• Ask them to explain ideas:

 “Can you give me an example?”

 “Tell me more – I’m interested.”



Encouraging Practise 
and Revision

• Why it matters:

• Repeating a skill helps it stick.

• Builds confidence.

• Makes it easier to remember in exams.

• How to help:

• Encourage them to revisit topics regularly.

• Support them with homework and 
independent study.

• Show interest – being involved shows that 
education is important to you too.



Reminders from last year



Teams Assignments and Calendar



Artificial Intelligence

Use Good examples Bad examples

Research -Quick and easy to access lots of 
resources
-Easy to find similar articles once 
prompted

-Research isn't checked
-Research isn't applied to the correct 
context

Revision -Using a study bot or language model 
to ask questions on specific topics
-Develops independent learning and 
offers immediate feedback

-Not setting the parameters of the 
topic (or using the correct 
specification)
-Being dependent upon it and 
ignoring teachers' advice

NEA Assignments -Using example paragraphs to model 
excellent paragraph structure

-Using AI to plagiarise and submit 
work as your own





Support for your child at home

• Stay involved and talk to your child about how they are 
feeling, how school is going, lessons, exams

• Keep an eye on potential times of the year where your 
child might feel more stressed or overwhelmed 

• Try to encourage your child to use self-care strategies and 
get involved

• Let us know any ways we can help

• Use any of the suggested resources in the parent booklet 
or on our website for any further advice or support

• There will be a parent workshop with a session on student 
wellbeing on March 18th: 'How to support your child 
during GCSE exams' Year 11 Parent Booklet



Please be reassured:

• Outstanding results in 2025.

• We will help you child make 
excellent progress.

• All work students do will be 
beneficial to them

• Our success is based on 
partnership between 
students, staff and parents.
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